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DEATH CLAIMS ECHO COMMANDER

Echo Company Staff Meets to Select New Commander
By Linda Daschana

Lisutanant Cofonsl Dewer D Jones, KMS cass of 1947 lost his wvaliant simagghe
against @ mabgnant fomm of brain cancers and died pescsfully al hame in FI Smith,
Arkansas.  Derver had besn recessng treatment at MD Andarson hospited in
Houstan, Taxas for the ailment He wes visited by the Command Siaff of Echo
Campany in May of 2007 and hosted & formal dinner snd meception gn the occasion.
"We've lost a very good man!™

O Ed Rugesy called the ECHO io repart the news and 1o provide details of the
arranfpamants ncheding funeral services.  The catafaigue of LiCol Jones was adomed
with tha Kemper Colors in g final tibuie from ihe achood of his yaulh and in honor of
thet orgamzaton he founded - Echo Company. Said Capiain Do Bruning upan
laaming of the news, “We've los] a very good man™

An amengency session of the Board of Direclors for Echo Company, Eemper Miliany
Schopl, Incorporated was called to affect the selacton of & new Commandear and no
announcemant s been made @ of this printing. Tha entin Comps of Kemper Old
Boys maacted with shock gt the rews and & day of mouming was calied for = flags

were lowered 1o half staff ot the headguariers and in the homes of 88 Board
mamheTs

This apecial editicn of the ECHD has besen disdicated bo LG Jones who was one of
Kampar's biggest supporters end mast oyal sons.

Gone But Will Join Eternal Corps

Donver Jones' dream of a unified Kemper Comps of Cadets was never reslized in his [fetime and
may likafy never come o pase on this eanhly plene. However, hs vision of fife afier deaih and
ttve baalied that an atamal Corps of Cadets siantty parades the grounds. of Kempaer inspired Echo
Company and has sweled the mnks of the fledging organeaton he started in Kansas Cily,
hissouri only days afier tha closing of the schoal he loved

SAW KEMPER AS A VALUABLE TOOL

Denver Jonss exparenced Kempar as 8 cedel. soon eaming 1ho lessons and sxpanence of

being a cadel were vakishie ool  Derver saw these isaching values and reasoned they DEH“‘EE DJGHES
afuld mol be lost He wes detesmined io presarve the Kemper exparience =0 that the youih of
the futune would haee ihe opporiundty b0 sxperienos Kemper as e had ¢6 November 1929 30 ﬂugllﬂ-t 2007
In they years preceding the schools closune Jones  held soma of the highest offices possible in Derver Denns  Jones was  bam  in
J:Hl'i:lrn; and finante cificies. I was nol uncommon Tor hi 1o posipons TFH{I-‘IIF with some of Harishoms, Okl o Denver D Jones 3
tha most important paople in Amanca so that e could sfiend personally to the affars of and Cecela Katipan Jones in 1628, He
Keamper. attended slementary schools in the town af
: Hariehome umil ontoring  Kempar  Migany
it was a devastating biow io Denver when the school did finally close. Howeved, his devolion o School in 1944 Upan completion of Kemper
thes kdmats of the schook snd love for fils fellow Old Boys insured that par of the schoal would (ve he went on to the University of Oklahoma and
o i the organization of his funding - Echo Company, “We shall do this differsntiyt™ said st aamen k- Dliinne Shd Financs
Jones gt the insugural meeting of the organization. “Eche Company must stand on s oen )
pgenerosity of any one person for all of us have a stake in the fulure of how our school aEstem Okshoma and AKEHas BBE A

mmambenod. F \
shall be " racaliad fondly Bhe ore misbenahips b

fornad with Eamili itie=s
Bienver Jones so loved the school of Nis youth, Kemper Miitary School that he was laid 1o b . O S

edemal resl wearing the Kemper crest above his heart. Munquam non Parstus
Colone] Jones was slecled o the Goard of
Dewectars for Kermpear Military Schoal and was

D'IEEAIHED FﬂLIT]'EE, SOUGHT HE#L-IHG subseguently nomnated &8 tha Chaimman of
NIDIHIIII'EHDHI'MHhtﬂikmthﬂufurﬂmw'hlng:uqulhmlndlha'qmupmm'ﬂ ihe Board fof Kempe In 2002 he was
getting things done.  Indeed Denwer Jones wes one of the mosi gfed and sficulste namad tha Chawman Emanifua of Mampar and
Chahmmans since Wil Rogers, sbil he newer used his chansma and personal appaat for ks ha continued fo provide weichiul guidanco
own gain.  His Christan upbeinging and stndent belief ihal all people s bascaily good urthil tha dey the school chsed
earned him fiends all over the workd. Indeed one story had it thet Desver Jores steppad off
an aifplans in a remole Asian counbry wheoe e was immediately greslad by o ocal who ha HEQPY IS N2 NESN WNICH 15 AN ugon ano
had befriended years asrlier. The stunnad onéookess in s raveling party walched as Jones b haavens wapt upen the sanice.

snd the local native got caught up on affairs &5 if sepanated by only & few days natead of
Ay YEArs Hundguam non Parstus
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RIDGLEY RECALLS JONES
Oy Ed Ridgaey, the Presdent of Echo Company
apenl some tme reflecting on the powerful impic
which Jones had on Kempar. Shown hare in g file
phol, Ridgley wged the membem of Echo
Company o considar the sxample which Jores sed.

“| wes deeply saddened upon Baming of the death
of Denver Jones, He was one of my cosesi friends
and someons | cama b0 admire and respect  In
many ways Denver was much e a brother to ma
gnd | lowed him 85 one would love o brother.”

1 v him &8 one would love a brother.”

Ridggley, who conlinues o serve Echo Company,
stressad that the day to day of the corporation will
not be jeopardized by the death of its founder. “Wae
&ne 8 stong group and petling stronger each day
Cne of the mest profound legacies which Denvar
lefl us was a delesrmnadion o ses s stard on owr
o) v food withowt hes sola financial suppart.

Presidenl Fidgaly also serves a= ihe Comps
Commander of the Etermal Comps of Cadots and,
whien Gshed how Mose dubes mesge with he news
ol Dermver's death . 1 do not
profess wisdom beyond the here and now but my
gi=ss |8 that Demver Jones s wilh the Ebemal
Compa! If. when my time comes, | find myself on the
parads feld you cBn bed your boliem doliar that 1
b leaking for Damer to belp me

“My guess Is that Denver Jones is with tha
Eternai Corpal™

“Dervver & missed by hundnads, il not thousands, af
peopla he bakiended, said Ridgley. | can el you
many stones of Oid Boys ha heiped and they nover
mumn kripw ha was thesr benafactor, He was a greal
birsingssman and a banevolent prowvider wha loved
1o display genarcsity bul 50 modest he would often
defer he credit or Permain anomymous

Ore Ol Boy | know persanally had scre dificulty
moniy troubdes. Mot that be didn't work hand, be
fusi kil rore reaponsilties than money. Anyway,
il came time for coliege for one of his youngsiens
and I didrl look Bke # was going 1o happen.
Darmver contacted 8 college and pasd the tultion but
stipuiaing thet # be offersd fo the Oid Boy's kid asa
‘scholarship' and that Denver nol be given any
nolice in ke matter, | was all 5o of 3 face saving
FARITiSE

“Denver contacted the college and paid the
tulthon®

it was very satsfying to Deover to hear that Odd Boy
talk aboudt the scholarship which his youngsber
fecaived from Ihe colege. The Oid Boy was s
prokd and Demver fibad with a sense of ghing,
everyone was aphy all the way around.”

Ridgley assuned the ECHO (had
Denver Jones would nat sson be
forgotten and  that  plars  @re
unded way for & suilable means
of memarializing the man wha
kept Kempar alive for neary tan
YEATE

Chuslck Fact

Denver Jones was tha Chairman
Emeriius  of Kempsr  Miitary
School and recaived the keye ta
the school during the 20032
commencament caremony.  Days
lates the Board of Trustees woted
b chage the schodl,

Lol .

Denver Dennis Jones

KMS Cadot 44-47
Danvar Jones once recalled his

Kempar sapanances as & cadal
for e ECHO and we am
pleased o be sbin o prind his
recolachions for you e

"In 1944 we were al war and my
dad and my uncle weme both
military, | really don't know i |
got to be & handful for my maother
of nod bt the nexd thing | kKnew |
was on e Iresn hesced howands
Boonville, Missoeri

Whan tha frain amesd in
Boonyille that Augusl siermaan i
wag around 3 Epm B hasl |
emambar. HoiT! OR man let mea
tell you it was hotter than the
hubs of halll Them wems a bunch
of oides cadets al the stabon fo
grent ua Wiet,  they
eommrnenaced 1o yelling at us o gel
ol trunks and Daggage amnd gof
miwing, Uip Third Stresl iowards
Kampear

| thoughl “What have | gotten
mysalf indo™ | supposa | wasn'l
any dffererd (han anyone else
whio processed in thal dey Dol 8
sure did seem a long way fram

d nover admit thal o anyone
espacally as a cacat

The fends | made al Kemper wers the best
friends | have ever had in my whole e JSm
Ewing, Waman Long. Ciyde Heshagen, Ted Guy,
Miltry, they wen all thess , tha people you hear
aboul everyday. Man | was so poud o be
standing in the same place as thosa guys it was
just armazing.

I mavoar resally garee any Ehawghl 1o the fact that Wil
Rogars want o Kamper. | ihought that the people
whi were going thene while | was tham, thay ware
goang to b docion. |ewyers, ey wane e ones
who woukd change the word after we won this
war. The kEssons | EBamed & Kemper in the
classmom wam noihing compamed (o T essons
| karmed Fom those other Oid Boys, | owe
ayerything | @m and have become o 1he
characies which they farged in me

Do Jiorides. & upsim Fosre e Moy oF 3007

ALWAYS A CADET

Vihile some [Nd Boys saem b0 want o gSConneds as
much 28 possible from the avents of their cadet days,
Derver Jones mhenys hald & place in his hoart for tha
days of his youth 81 Kemper. |n 1854 he returned o
Kamper for an Cid Boy weshend fo help calebrate the
sesquicanienna| of the school and 10 mecall RS By
days af the school upon his fftieth anmiversary of
astending Kemper

Denver saw the school dilapidated and n shambles
and sat about resohing the problems of the pliace he
80 loved, In shon he pul his money whene his mosth
was| Meary immedistely Derver wes slacied o the
Baoard of Dirsctors for Kempnr and, after an inspection
1nigr af thie camauis Be pemanally porchssed ard amin
for over 150 new maltressss for cadel rooms

Lader, Denwvar purchesed wahickes for the schoals use

Demvar want to @ kocal Bognville car dealer and
parrchases five brand now vans for the schoal's

ard without comment or promise of ewan e donated
the sleak now fleet of vans fo the school without
condRion




Always a Cadet cont.

Danver had every reason imagpnetle to dstance. himsed from the school
Kempar was broke and in bankruplcy, acked sponsoes and had vedy dim
prospecs for the fulure.  Still, be pushed omyard Decause he balaved n
ihe cadeis and wanbed o rrm1hﬂ is many young peopls & possibie

This 1884 photograph of the Board of Directors for Kemper Military

Sohool shows Demor smiling from the third row (armoe ).
As limes grew increasingly bense for the school and the and sesmed clear
Denver rallied and sacurpd the appointment of Or, Ed Rxgely who
became one of Denver's doses] frends. The two wiored well bogether
and devised plans which nearly seved the school. Though i all, Denver
would often walk about the campus and ahsays had fhe welfare of the
cadals oh his. mird

D atory had A fhal on a8 particutar occasion he obsarved a plzes delwery
yehicls drive by and ha reasoned thet the cadets might enfoy a pizta afies
study hall. Demrver called the local Picza Hul and ordered 75 lange pzzas
in assoned favors and siyles for the cadets  Lnacoustomed to such a
large oades, 1he owner called ham back shootly to vedly (be order.  Jones
assured the confused manager i was o joke and restated tha ongar,

This 1988 photograph shows Denvor Jones as he announcas o the
Corps that thair offorts during Tinal examinations hase sarmed thsm
all o plzza party. Jones walked among the cedets who wens
comphrtely unowan: that he had bought the breal for Dheam.

By the year 3000 Demser Jones had become the sole reason That Kempar
resmaired open and he had eamed fha dubiows honot of beng ekevated W
the pasition of “Chairman™ of e Board. The schosl was bankmupd, out of
monay, and with littie promise of success.  Sbll Jonas devobad himsalf to
the task and spent long hours Iriveling (o Goonvils in hope of fesurmeting

tha schood and restoring & bo iis place of former glory

Denver loved the cadets and aven found a curious sarse of amusement
at some of the anbes the youngsters angaged 0. |t was nol uncomman
for Danver io be sean at the “Bull Ring” when ho often asked ihe cadals
why they wene waling punishment, Derver defighled in teling the siony
that on onge oocasion he asked & cadet why he was in trouble and whan
the caded replied, "Wy mouth & oo bigl” 1 was all Denver could do to kesp
from faughing.

Ovar and over the soenano ployed out.  Kemper would fun oul of mansy,
Darves would come lo the meecus. Each tma Desver responded wilh
kindness and gererosity and always displayed the same modest degos
af hamility which samed him ihe respect and gratiude of everyone whn
knaw him,

Another view of the famowus “Kempor Plaza Pary ™ which cadoets
#1ill talk about o this day,

Ome thing Denver Jones ioved more than Kampear (begade e Tamily)

warn the cadeis. Ha adomed tha youngsbers who rmalled to camy on the

traditions and kearn about the heriage of the school

Here Denver is shown awarding a decoration Lo the Corps
CoOMMOnGer N Geremonbos the 280 nghool yoor, O

dalightad in paricipating in school functions and loved the
cadels,

Inepiring Wards Wil Cantinuea
By John Downs

yaar for the last five yoerns Dormer Jones hos addressed (he
af (d Boys through the ECHO in the Chhsbmas issue A
tradition which began a2 8 maans o reessue shelen Ol Boys prew
o bocome words of |m=p-11h;-1 and hope,  Juones plopaied Dis

- Cheistmias sddress each yaar months
in edvance and, the 2007 Christmas
fenim oo ibas ETH wall carey his Rl
afdress bo ihe Kermpar family,

Denver pevar falbered In his fove of
Fempar. e wow hin duby and did §
willingly and without reservation. His
devolion and dadication sol a
stendisd wnd created a hallmstke fod
athers.

That | om fadunete snough to hove
knawn Denver Jones isa blessing in
my lifelims and one which | wel
always chensh and hold dear. if it =
that you did mol have ihe honot of his
acougintanca than | edand o wou my
regret for you have buly missed knowing one of Kempers greatest
sons. | say o Denver, my fiend and brother, gocd bye, we R kved
you_ manch proudiy with the Esemal Corps of Cadets

“So Say You John Downs, So Say We Al




Prayer For Denver Jones

Hesavenly Father we pray that you recena the soul
of our goparted friand and loyal Kemper son Denvar
Janes imte your kesping. Rebeve our suffenng in
tris howr of loss o Lord and bring us the truth which
i the diving power af your infinibe meancy.

Grant that we might prosper from (he wisdom which
Denver shared wilh us 85 &0 instrumant of youw
teaching, His kindness generosity and comgassion
wiha all virlues which reflect the true beauty of the
humankind. G us this day your comfard in ouwr
soifow  and he leagars of iha
orpanizations which he founded ihe sbength and
wasdom to carry on hes good works.

Oh genile Lord we paay ihis day hal you cormfon
ihoss wha gneve and fill them with your owve and
cormioet, As we remind oursshes of the proress of
evertasiing Ie in you ard thal, by the examples of
Jusus Chrst, your son we am green the gift of being
rebodm with mercy and hape.

Father, we commeand the gl of Denver Jomnss by
your keeping. HiE earihly work hewving bean done
you called him home o hoal his sickened and
manad body and 1o make full your ve for this man
Led nod our ove for Darver be axpressed in gref bal
malized in a joyful calsbrabion upon keaming ihe
nivers thad he has reen o be with you

Wie (hank thee Father for your blessangs this day

ard Tor granting to us the pleasune of sharing yous

miost noble creation in Denver Jones  His sxamplos

1o us @ lessons rich in your ieachings and your

inyyal servant Denver shaned thal love with us
Amin

EULOGY FOR DENVER JONES
By Dr. Ed Ridgaly
Eciior's nodn Exvarpied from e emaks of O Ed
Rudglay fo the assamided famiy and fmends of
Damer D Jones on Toesday, 4 Seplermber 2007 i
Wihunon, Okfahomea

All af ug lave an opportunty today and, mn the ruest
sprit of Demver, we sm heme fo sham that
opportundy, Ve share a common brotherhood of
love and respect for & man who worked his whals
Iife to help peopie fome understanding, Some of s
krmw Derver 83 & prolassional man, & businessman
of ean insight and a quick sense. Sorme of us hems
sharsd simple things with Denver amd some of us
shared whal must seem Bloo ancienl histary,
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1 tell you that | loved Denver
Jones, he was my fnend. | well
miss his mughter and  his
companionship, | moem the s
af his caim leadership. Sl |
with you the
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Chnsbian taachangs, tha miliary
descipiine, wvery pet oof e
schiool halpad form who ha was.
Denver loved that old school snd
ke dad everything he humanly
could i presene i

Cina day | Iopked out the window
of my home which was sHuabed
un the campus al Bemper, There

in the distance | saw Denvar waking Sour’ of
marching in 2 bag squere called the Ting”
This was a preclice generally reserved as
punishmant 50 you can well magine thal | was
guite a shook 16 s=e he Chairman of the Bosrd
walking in the manner

| weni (o the rarching sres and asked Denver
whal be was doing. Denver replied, “Shhhh! |
jusd wanl o rermemiber whal il wea like bo do this!®
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only & moment o mecognies you a
parson, @ fes minudes o appreciats you,
day fo love you as & brather B will ke the
my lifie t0 forged you

i
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GENERAL CALL UP POSTPONED
A peneral membershp call w  previoualy
mmwm—mwm?mm:m.
Missoun on the cempus of Missown Milkary
Acatdemy has besn poatponed unil fufhar rotice
&5 a result of the untimaly death of Denver Janes

Cid Boys React to Mews of Jones" Death
BUTT PACK
This is whond s prird sour leftors and esponoes
Usually & bit of kwvity enterains our readers bul
here e some of the reactions of Echo Company
MeMDers upon eaaming of e demh of Denver
Jonas.

JACHK M = C0 "| will miss Uenvar 00 He can|y
leaves @ profound impression on the peogle he
ks mnd bnmd | am forfeaste ks e b
P &nd B hane een able 1o work weh him

OOM B = Wl “Tha passing of Derver Jones 8 the
passing af a greal son of Kempar, Ha (Denver)
was an axamole thal asch of us eould lnok up o
He was abays these for mie in pood times and in
Dad. | Rave 081 & very 0Bar mend. [N & & 580
day ®

SJAMESD ¥ - Pl "That Daenvor passcd ausrcunded
by 1he people e loved is not surprising b me @
all. That the last words he spoke wene T love you
nil” seem b0 somehow S&y more about him than
nrvyihirg alsn.”

RICHARD B = HE “This is one that hurts, | have
sean the passage ol Old Boys and | have comea o
barms with the loss but the death of Denver Jones
will take a whils - a long while™

CHARLEY M — MO "We have kst a tndy great
mnH‘FMIMMMIM
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